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SUBJECT: GENEVA PRESS STATEMENTS BY VENEZUELAN MINISTER 
HERNANDEZ-ACOSTA RE ENERGY DIALOGUE AND 
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY (IEA) 

REF: PARIS 19843 

1 . HERNANDEZ-COSTA IS NOT ONE OF THE DOCTRINAIRE NORTH-SOUTH 
DIEHARDS AND IS NOT WEDDED TO THE IDEA THAT OIL PRODUCER-CONSUMER 
DISCUSSIONS BE TIED TO THE OVERALL NORTH-SOUTH ISSUE. HERNANDEZ- 
ACOSTA DISCUSSED THE ISSUE OF DISCRETE PRODUCER-CONSUMER TALKS AT 
THE MID- JUNE OPEC MEETING IN GENERA AND FOUND SUPPORT THERE FOR THE 
IDEA, POSSIBLY USING THE IAE. THIS APPARENTLY LED TO HIS STATEMENT TO 
THE PRESS IN EUROPE. 

2. THERE IS DEFINITE GOV OPPOSITION TO BREAKING OUT THE OIL 

ISSUE FROM THE NORTH-SOUTH PACKAGE, PARTICULARLY IN PEREZ GUERRERO'S 
MINISTRY OF STATE FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AFFIRS, BUT EMBASSY 
CONTACTS ESTIMATE THAT, IF CONSUMER ATTITUDES ARE CONDUCIVE AND 
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OPEC SUPPORT DOES NOT FADE, AND IF HERNANDEZ-ACOSTA DECIDES TO 
PRESS THE ISSUE, HE HAS A FAIR CHANCE TO GET A GOV POSITION 
ACCEPTING SOME FORM OF PRODUCER-CONSUMER COMMUNICATION, 

POSSIBLY USING THE IEA. 
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